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Your essential reference work on 
the expansive and evolving field of 
world Englishes
The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of World 
Englishes is the first resource of its kind, 
providing in-depth and authoritative coverage 
of the spread of English around the globe. 
Unparalleled in breadth and depth, this comprehensive reference work covers the linguistic features of 
geographical varieties of English worldwide and discusses critical issues, cultural-political considerations, 
language debates, language policies, and the sociolinguistic realities of English as an international 
language in a way that is unmatched by any other publication. 

Approximately 400 original entries—presented in an accessible style and organized in an A to Z format—
offer a comprehensive overview of the field. Contributions by world-renowned scholars and practitioners 
offer both concise and accessible definitions of foundational concepts, detailed descriptions of recent 
theoretical and methodological approaches, in-depth explorations of key issues and debates, and 
more. The entries address a broad range of basic and advanced topics, from the historical context and 
theories of world Englishes to cutting-edge work on endangered languages, globalization, TESOL, and 
translanguaging. Each entry is meticulously curated to provide both depth and clarity, ensuring it caters to 
readers at all levels, from undergraduate students to seasoned researchers and practitioners.

Brings together coverage of the theories,
practices, and important developments in the
field of world Englishes

Offers timely discussion of current issues,
innovative research, and new approaches

Provides an invaluable source of reference for
students and researchers across many subfields
of linguistics and in related fields

This major reference work: 
Includes short biographies of leading authorities

in the field of world Englishes

Features the contributions of a large team of
international experts with global views on world
Englishes research, offering diverse perspectives
and regional insights
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Available in print and online, The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of World Englishes is an indispensable 
resource for undergraduate students, graduate students, scholars, researchers, and practitioners in 
the fields of applied linguistics, educational linguistics, English language and linguistics, multilingualism, 
sociolinguistics, and world Englishes. It’s breadth and accessibility make it a foundational tool for anyone 
looking to explore the fascinating evolution of English in a global context.

Kingsley Bolton is Professor Emeritus in English Linguistics at Stockholm University, Sweden. He is the 
co-editor of the Wiley journal World Englishes and serves on the editorial boards of Applied Linguistics 
Review, Educational Studies, English Today, English World-Wide, and is the Series Editor of the Multilingual 
Asia book series. He is the author and editor of several books and monographs, including The Handbook of 
Asian Englishes (Wiley Blackwell), which won the prestigious PROSE Award from the American Association 
of Publishers in 2020 for Professional and Scholarly Excellence in the category ‘Language and Linguistics’.
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