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A growing number of women are 
eager to move beyond money 
basics to step into their true 

financial power. However, most personal 
finance books do not go far enough to 
provide the depth of information they 
need to become confident investors. In 
addition, these women want more from 
their money than financial return. They 
also want to know that their assets are 
having a positive impact on the world.

This groundbreaking book educates 
readers about personal finance and 
values-aligned investing. It demystifies 
financial lingo, explains investment 
strategies, and provides you with the 
knowledge you need to make informed 
ethical investment decisions across 
your entire portfolio. Starting with 
your cash and proceeding asset class by 
asset class, Activate Your Money provides 
the foundational support you need to 
take control of your money, grow your 
wealth, and put your assets to work 
supporting the things you care about.

Grounded in her personal finance 
journey, author Janine Firpo 
collaborated with almost 150 women 
(and a few men) to create this practical 
how-to guide. Activate Your Money is 
more than a book. It is accompanied 
by a website that contains additional 
resources and downloadable tools to 
move you to action. What’s more, you 
do not have to go at it alone. Janine 
and her colleagues also developed a 

comprehensive curriculum that walks 
you through the process of starting and 
running your own investment club.

Activate Your Money offers expert 
guidance, a uniquely woman-centered 
approach, and a focus on having your 
money work for you and for the world. 
Whether you are just starting out or are 
already a seasoned investor, this book 
has something for you.

Perfect for smart, savvy women who 
want to feel financially empowered, 
Activate Your Money will also earn a place 
in the libraries of financial advisors 
and professional investors who seek to 
address the needs of clients interested 
in more than just the bottom line.

JANINE FIRPO 

is a seasoned values-
aligned investor and 
social innovator. She 
has a long history 
of working at the 
intersection of 

women and their money. From Apple 
Computer to the World Bank to the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Janine has always found herself making 
an impact. Today, she supports women-
led businesses and pioneering financial 
models through her role as lead 
investor in the Next Wave Impact Fund 
and board chair of Zebras Unite.
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“As women, we care deeply about our families, our communities, and the world we will 
leave our children and grandchildren. Our money is too often an afterthought. Activate 
Your Money brings these worlds together. It offers a completely different way of thinking 
about our money, our power, and our potential.”

 —Marci Shimoff, #1 New York Times bestselling Author, Happy for No Reason and  
     Chicken Soup for the Woman’s Soul

“When women take control of their money, we make different investment choices 
and we outperform men. Activate Your Money shows you how to be a smart investor, 
how to put your money where your heart is, and how to have fun along the way.”
 —Kate Byrne, President, Intentional Media/SOCAP Global

“Nothing can be accomplished alone and that includes investing. Activate Your 
Money shows how to join with others to build your investment muscles, achieve your 
financial goals, and support the things you care about.”
 —Kristine Lilly, World Cup Champion; Co-founder, TeamFirst Soccer Academy; 
     Author, Powerhouse: 13 Teamwork Tactics that Build Excellence and Unrivaled Success 

“Activate Your Money brings women and the power of their money to the forefront of 
the conversation around investing for financial and social return.” 
 —David Stein, Author, Podcaster, and Host, Money for the Rest of Us

“If I had read this book earlier, my life would have been very different. I would have felt 
empowered about my finances, retirement, and investing. I could have avoided some 
of the mistakes I made if I had even half of the information that I read in Activate Your 
Money. I can’t wait to give a copy of this incredibly useful book to my female clients!”
 —Stacie Rasmussen, Financial Advisor, Abacus Wealth Partners

“Through investment advice and specific examples, Activate Your Money brings the 
concepts of investing for positive change to a broad audience in language that 
makes you feel included. Regardless of your income or level of experience, this 
book has something for you.”
 —Rosita Najmi, Head of Global Social Innovation, PayPal

Praise for  ACTIVATE YOUR MONEY
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CATHERINE ALFORD  is an award-winning 
blogger, influencer, and financial educator who helps 
women take a more active role in their finances.  
Her work has been featured in publications including 
U.S. News and World Report, Bustle, Kiplinger,  
The Wall Street Journal, Business Insider, and more.

In Mom’s Got Money, nationally recognized financial educator  
Catherine Alford delivers an instruction manual for moms who 
want to clarify and grow their finances using skills they already 
possess. The book shows you that you already have the gifts, 
intellect, and decision-making abilities you need to become a 
money boss and how to unlock those skills to manage  
your finances.

You’ll learn how you can effectively manage your household 
cash flow, increase your credit score, budget for family trips 
and extracurricular activities, and invest for the future, all  
without being overwhelmed by the responsibility.

Perfect for any of the 9 million millennial moms who already  
run their households like a boss and want to do the same with 
their finances, Mom’s Got Money will also earn a place in the 
libraries of women who juggle multiple responsibilities and 
want to learn how to make time to take control of their  
financial lives.

For any mom looking to take control of her 
    finances and grow her and her family’s nest egg
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illennial m
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’s guide to m
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The American Dream continues to  
resonate with immigrants from 
around the world. Millions of people 
hope to come to the United States to 

build a better life for themselves and their 
families, often by creating and growing 
new ventures and companies. While not 
everyone succeeds, many do.

Mei Xu is one of those successes. In Burn: 
How Grit, Innovation, and a Dash of Luck 
Ignited a Multi-Million Dollar Success  
Story, entrepreneur and international 
businesswoman Mei Xu tells her story of 
ingenuity, determination, and luck. Span-
ning three decades, from 1991 when she 
arrived at Washington’s Dulles Airport, to 
today, Xu’s story is one of stunning success. 
She built a multi-million dollar company, 
met and counseled thousands of entrepre-
neurs and businesspeople, and even  
advised President of the United States 
Barack Obama on the topic of job creation.

You’ll learn about the creation of Mei Xu’s 
international lifestyle business and the  
success stories of other female leaders  
who triumphed over adversity to achieve 
their dreams. You’ll also discover why the 
American Dream is still within your grasp, 
and how to reach for it. Finally, you’ll find 
out how creators like Xu think differently 
about innovation and how you can harness 
her insights to build something new and 
exciting for yourself.

Burn explains how Xu’s embrace of design- 
driven entrepreneurship and thoughtful 
manufacturing powered her growth and 
prosperity in a truly international company. 
Design leadership remains vital to a robust 

and global economy. Burn will inspire you 
to follow your vision and have an impact 
on the world around you.

Perfect for anyone seeking an engrossing 
and inspirational tale of success, Burn be-
longs on the bookshelves of professionals 
and entrepreneurs everywhere.

“Mei Xu’s story inspired me from the  
moment I first heard it. Her journey as an 
immigrant—penniless and without any  
contacts—to founding her own multi-million  
dollar business empire is one that will 
make anyone who reads this book want  
to leap into action and seize the day!”

—GUY RAZ , Journalist, Correspondent,  
  Radio and Podcast Host, How I Built This, NPR

“A book for anyone who’s lost faith in the 
American Dream. This is an inspiring story 
of grit, determination, and entrepreneurial 
stardom—a must-read for those who think 
innovation is about solar panels and  
smart-phone apps.”

—LARRY L ID ING , Executive VP, Head  
  of China Operations, CBS Corporation

“Throughout history, pioneers have inspired 
us with their courage to tread the unworn 
path. Mei Xu’s story tracks one of those 
rare trails. This is a fascinating and  
authentic account of a journey with many 
chapters still to be written. Be humbled, be 
inspired, and be excited to set your own 
path. A book to make you think and  
perhaps to make you act.”

—MARK TARCHETT I , former President, 
  Newell Brands; founder, Alchemy-Rx

— c o n t i n u e d  o n  b a c k  f l a p —

— c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  f l a p —

MEI XU is the Founder of Chesapeake 
Bay Candle and Blissliving Home. She is 
a Trustee of the University of Maryland in 
Baltimore and a member of Fortune’s Most 
Powerful Women. She recently launched 
Yes She May, an online e-commerce site  
to support women-owned business around 
the world.

P R A I S E  F O R  BURN  
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“Mei Xu is one of America’s finest women 
entrepreneurs and has built a legacy that 
makes all of us proud. This book shares the 
story from her upbringing in China to her 
journey building Chesapeake Bay— 
realizing the American Dream.”

—MONICA SMILEY , Editor & Publisher,  
  Enterprising Women magazine 

“Mei’s fashion sense is just like her business 
philosophy—both on-trend and timeless. 
Powerful and riveting.” 

—MARLA BECK , Chief Executive Officer, 
  Atmosphere Ventures, LLC and Bluemercury, Inc.

“A fresh new perspective on how the power 
of product innovation–and one woman’s 
determination–can transform an industry.”

—ANDY S IEG , President, Merrill Lynch 
  Wealth Management, a member of Bank  
  of America Corporation’s executive  
  management team

“Through candles, Mei provides a  
guidebook on creativity and conscious  
capitalism. A must-read for anyone  
committed to America’s ongoing national 
competitiveness and prosperity.” 

—CANDACE DUNCAN , Retired 
  Managing Partner, KPMG

M O N I C A  L U N I N

THE ART OF INSPIRING 
ACTION THROUGH SPEECH

Get to know Britain’s  
longest-serving monarch

Understand Queen Elizabeth II’s 
impact on the modern world 

See the intricacies of the  
UK’s political structure 

Stewart Ross
Award-winning British author
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From Motherhood Burnout

to Abundant Health,

Joy and Wellbeing

  

  

  

“Making it” in business,  
and in life generally, is a tough objective 
to realize. That’s especially true for  
women and people of color who face 
obstacles that are largely invisible to,  
or unacknowledged by, the rest of the  
population. Few women, and few  
women of color, have created multi- 
million dollar brands in senior corporate 
positions, legendary entrepreneurial  
environments, and start-ups.

In Pivot for Success, accomplished serial 
entrepreneur and seasoned executive 
Amy Hilliard describes how she overcame 
those hurdles and rose to become an 
inspiring leader and enduring success 
story. Her perspectives on success and 
the failure it often takes to succeed are 
not taught in school, but the author’s  
academic credentials, corporate, and 
professional experience as the owner of 
three successful businesses grant her a  
perspective rarely seen before.

She explains the 10 Pivot Points that 
have led her to where she is today, in-
cluding Purpose, Passion, Perseverance,  
Positivity, Priorities, and more.

You’ll learn to recognize when you’re 
on the right track and just need to keep 
trying to move forward, and when you 
need to change course and consider 
a new outlook or strategy. You’ll also 
discover that, no matter who you are 
or where you are in your own journey, 
you’ll need to find and maintain vision, 

energy, and adaptability to get where 
you want to go.

Perfect for anyone looking for inspiration 
to fuel their own journey through the diffi-
cult terrain that is business in America, 
Pivot for Success will earn a place in 
the libraries of business students, work-
ing professionals, those seeking career 
transition or advancement, and business 
owners alike who hope to gain perspec-
tive on what it takes to truly succeed.

(  C O N T I N U E D  O N  B A C K  F L A P  )

(  C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  F R O N T  F L A P  )
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p r a i s e  f o r  PIVOT FOR SUCCESS
“Amy Hilliard brings the same passion, wisdom, and vision to everything she’s  
done in the business world to her invaluable book, Pivot for Success. Like Amy,  
this book is brilliant; it is a masterclass on how you can find your calling and  
create a plan to succeed not just in your career, but in your entire life.”
—SHERYL SANDBERG, COO of Facebook and founder of LeanIn.Org and OptionB.Org

“As an alumna of Howard University, where we teach students to live by truth  
and service, Amy Hilliard does her Alma Mater proud. Not only has she found her 
life’s purpose, but in Pivot for Success she is teaching others how to pursue theirs. 
Her diverse array of experiences in the C-suite, as an entrepreneur and within the 
boardroom, have endowed her with the confidence needed to fulfill her unique  
mission and inspire her readers to follow her lead.”
—WAYNE A.I. FREDERICK, MD, MBA, Charles R. Drew Professor of Surgery,  
    17th President of Howard University

“Amy S. Hilliard’s Pivot for Success is an extraordinary gift. More than a book,  
it is a masterclass in finding the clarity and power within ourselves to trust our 
dreams and fulfill them. With surprising transparency and wondrous detail, one of 
our most admired corporate leaders and innovative entrepreneurs offers this treasury 
of lived experiences and practical tools for navigating the challenges of personal 
and professional growth. Here is the inspiration, determination, resilience and  
courage—the enthusiastic embrace of life—needed to honor our authentic self and 
chart our own course. Pivot for Success is the good news we need right now, the 
wisdom laid out in chapter and verse for turning leadership potential into leadership 
practice. This is a read worthy of your time. Savor it as I have, and it will linger in 
your heart as it does in mine.”
—SUSAN L. TAYLOR, Founder and CEO, National CARES Mentoring Movement,  
    Editor-in-Chief Emerita, Essence Magazine

“Pivot for Success by Amy S. Hilliard is a wonderful and inspiring read that will  
take you to the centermost part of yourself and help you identify those principles  
that make a successful life possible. We’re talking about purpose, priorities,  
vision, and possibility. Well done, Amy!”
—DEBBIE ALLEN, Producer, Choreographer, Actor

AMY S. HILLIARD is a former  
corporate executive, an entrepreneur, 
and owner of three businesses:  
The Hilliard Group, Sugarless Sweetness, 
LLC, and the ComfortCake Company. 
She regularly consults for Fortune 500 
clients including Nielsen, Pandora  
Jewelry, IBM, BET, American Express, 
HBO, the Art Institute of Chicago,  
and PepsiCo. 
www.amyshilliard.com

©
 R

O
D

N
EY

 W
R

IG
H

T 
| 

IM
P

H
O

TO
.N

ET

Please contact your local Wiley sales representative 
for any queries or to place your orders.



Celebrating 
and Empowering 
Women

Please contact your local Wiley sales representative 
for any queries or to place your orders.


